millions consumers with rising incomes provides a much needed stimulus in these diffi cult days.
We observe, from one side, enlargement fatigue in the old EU countries. From another side, we feel also willingness, determination, and impatience to join the EU. How to combine these opposite trends is a political challenge for the EU. Does the EU consider a diff erent type of membership for some of the Balkan countries -not a full membership in the EU, but a diff erent status for some of the future members?
Th at is an easy question. Th e answer is no. Th ere is only one type of membership in the European Union: full membership.
So far.
Well, I do not think anybody is interested in anything else. Sometimes people wrongly refer to association as 'associate membership.' But in fact there's no such thing as associate membership. People also like to say 'full membership' or 'fully-fl edged membership,' but that's the only kind of membership there is.
Could you present the enlargement agenda?
For the moment, the agenda covers the Western Balkans and Turkey. Th ree countries are recognised as formal candidates for membership of the EU: Turkey, Croatia, and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Turkey and Croatia are involved in accession negotiations, which they began in 2005. Croatia's negotiations have advanced fairly well. Th e Croatian government is pressing to have some kind of indication as to when these negotiations will be completed. In its 2008 enlargement package, adopted in November, the Commission indicated ways that it can approach the fi nal stage of these negotiations. Although Croatia has made much progress, it is necessary for this country to meet the set benchmarks. And in some areas, there is still room for improvement: the fi ght against organised crime and corruption, strengthening the rule of law, and improving the functioning of the judiciary. Also in some key economic sectors like shipbuilding and steel, industries need to be restructured, while taking into consideration the competition rule of the European Union. Th ere's also a need to fulfi l all the existing obligations under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement, and to ease the return of refugees, particularly through the provision of housing.
